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Using Exemplars in Your Lessons
Exemplar essays are tools to take abstract descriptions and make them more concrete for students.
One way to use them is to print the clean copies of the essays and allow students to use the rubric
to make notes or even find examples of important elements of an essay - thesis statements,
introductions, evidence, conclusions, transitions, etc. Teachers can also use exemplars to illustrate
what each score point within a trait ‘looks like’ in an authentic student essay. For additional ideas,
please see “25 Ways to Use Exemplar Essays” by visiting the Curriculum Resources page in Help.

Exemplar Essay

Frankenstein and Bill Nye

Genetic Engineering
Genetic engineering and cloing are very controversial topics. Overall, I do not
agree with cloning and genetic engineering. You can not make something that is
not there. So many questions and concerns go along with genetic engineering,
although cloning is sometimes good and bad depending on what kind it is. Bill
Nye the science guy shows that it is good but Frankenstein says that it is bad.
If we let people clone others or bring them back to life, we are giving people too
much power over other people’s lives. Most people aren’t able to use this kind of
power in good ways so we should not use genetic engineering, even if it seems
like there are positive benefits.
The Bill Nye source says there's a benefit to a lot of people, not just a few
people, but a lot of people. (The eyes of Nye- Cloning). What if it helps people with
sickness? Is this a good kind of power or not? If it helps people, then I think it’s
probably okay. He says it would be good because a lot of people would be helped,
even if some people would disagree with it.
But then there’s Frankenstein. This is a fiction but I bet somewhere sometime
someone has experimented with bringing dead people to life. Otherwise, how
would this author have so details? Bringing people back from the dead doesn’t
seem like a good use of power. He's trying to make dead people come back alive
instead of helping the living people just stay living.
Too much power from humans causes us to experiment in ways that aren’t
good at all. Even if people want to help other people, we should just leave it alone
so someone doesn't take it too far.
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